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MEETING OBJECTIVES 

To provide citizens with: 

ÅAn overview of the proposed 
Grassland Village Development 
Standards 

 

ÅAn opportunity for questions and 
feedback 

 

 
This presentation will include: 
ÅA recap of the Grassland Village 

Special Area Plan 
 
ÅA summary of the proposed 

Development Standards for the 
Village 
 
ÅInformation regarding next steps 



 
 
 

 

  

CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

ÅCOMMISSIONER SHERRI CLARK** 
ÅCOMMISSIONER MARY BROCKMAN*  
ÅCOMMISSIONER TODD KAESTNER** 
ÅCOMMISSIONER BARBARA STURGEON** 
ÅCOMMISIONER GREG DAVIS* 
ÅCOMMMISSIONER JACK WALTON*** 

ÅRYAN BENNETT 
ÅSUSAN BRADFIELD 
ÅDEB DREVES 
ÅMIKE FRANKS 
ÅJOE HARKINS 
ÅROBBIN HOLLAND 
ÅKATHY KUNKEL 
ÅGAVIN MOON 
ÅMICHAEL MYERS 
 
 
 

*  Active member for the creation of the Special Area Plan 
**  Active member for the creation of the Proposed Development Standards 
***  Active member for the creation of both documents 



SPECIAL AREA PLAN RECAP 
GRASSLAND VILLAGE 



WHY PLAN FOR GRASSLAND? 

2007:   

²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ /ƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ [ŀƴŘ 
¦ǎŜ tƭŀƴ LŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ DǊŀǎǎƭŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀ ά±ƛƭƭŀƎŜέΦ 

 

There are four Villages in the County: 
ÅCollege Grove 

Å[ŜƛǇŜǊΩǎ CƻǊƪ 

ÅGrassland  

ÅTriune 

 

 
The Plan calls for individual 
Special Area Plans for each of 
the four Village. 

 

 

 

 

PLAN 

RECAP 

G
R

A
S

S
L

A
N

 V
IL

L
A

G
E

 S
P

E
C

IA
L

 A
R

E
A

 P
L

A
N

 R
E

C
A

P
 

  



WHAT IS A SPECIAL AREA PLAN? 

ÅOne of many tools for helping a 
community make decisions about the 
future. 
 
ÅArticulates a vision for future 

development. 
 
ÅContains specific goals & objectives for 

realizing that vision. 
 
ÅReconciles the needs and desires of 

the community with the available 
infrastructure.  
 
ÅLooks ahead for 20-25 years. 
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THE PLANNING PROCESS 

Phase One: Research, Inventory, 
Assessment 

Phase Two: Issue Identification, 
Vision, Goals, Objectives 

Phase Three: Creation and 
Presentation of Draft Plan 

Phase Four: Adoption and 
Endorsement of Plan 
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In Williamson County, Special Area Plans are driven by extensive 
input from the citizens during a lengthy community engagement 
process. 
 
ÅSix (6) Public Meetings between December 2012 ς January 

2013 
ÅOnline forum ς Facebook 
ÅOnline Survey 
ÅDirect Email to Planning Staff 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
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KEY THEMES 

Make sure new development is compatible with the desired 
character 

Foster a vibrant, neighborhood-serving business community 

Preserve natural resources 

Seek opportunities for pedestrian connectivity 

Address wastewater issues 

Encourage community events and activities PLAN 
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VISION STATEMENT 

PLAN 
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The Grassland Village will be a vibrant, walkable, mixed-use community 
comprised of distinct sub-areas, each with their own unique character, 
woven together through unifying streetscape and common design             
elements, and linked to surrounding neighborhoods by a safe and 
efficient network of roads, sidewalks, and trails.   
  
Compatible new development will create and sustain a unique character 
in the Village and will provide an expanded array of community-scaled              
businesses and services to meet the daily needs of the surrounding                
community.   
  
Important natural resources, such as stream corridors and forested 
hillsides will coexist with new development, preserving the 
environmental features and aesthetic amenities. 
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GOALS IDENTIFIED 
Below are samples of the goals included in the Plan.  These have been paraphrased, but 
accurately reflect the intentions each goal they represent. 
  

Ensure new development is compatible 
with desired Village Character. 

Provide an expanded array of                       
neighborhood-serving businesses. 

Create strong connections for                              
pedestrians and bicyclists. 

Create a unique and unifying image                 
for the  Village. 
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  Improve the safety and efficiency of                    

vehicular traffic. 
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OBJECTIVES IDENTIFIED 
Below are samples of the specific objectives included in the Plan.  These have been 
paraphrased, but accurately reflect the intentions  each objective they represent. 
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Create a tailored set of development            
standards for the Village. 

Protect neighborhoods from adverse              
impacts of new development. 

 

/ǊŜŀǘŜ άƎŀǘŜǿŀȅέ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜǎΦ 

Pursue a network of sidewalks and trails in 
the Village to connect recreational areas, 

commercial nodes, and surrounding 
neighborhoods. 
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Development Preference Survey 

THE PLANNING PROCESS 
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43 

RESPONSES  

ÅProvided feedback on preferred 
development 
 

ÅResults helped establish boundaries of 
Character Areas 
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CHARACTER AREAS 

 
 
  

ÅAllows standards to be 
more focused 

 
ÅRecognizes established 

Character  
 
ÅSupplements Vision, 

Goals, and Objectives for 
the Village as a whole. 
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CHARACTER AREA 1 (CA1) 

 
 
  

ÅLarger parcels that are in keeping 
with the established character of 
the area. 
 

ÅLow densities that protect the 
natural resources. 
 

ÅConstruction of an amphitheatre to 
serve as a community gathering 
space. 
 

ÅAdditional trail construction to 
enhance connectivity to the rest of 
the Village. 
 

ÅA traffic study to determine the 
necessary vehicular and pedestrian  
safety improvements for the area 
surrounding the schools. PLAN 
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CHARACTER AREAS (CA1) 
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CHARACTER AREAS (CA1) 
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CHARACTER AREA 2 (CA2) 

 
 
  

ÅNeighborhood-scaled retail shops, 
restaurants, service uses , and 
single family residential uses should 
be permitted, and be relatively 
close to Old Hillsboro Road. 

 
ÅNew buildings should have pitched 

roofs, and be limited to two stories. 
 
ÅParcels that front Hillsboro Road 

should be considered anchors, and 
be developed at a slightly larger 
scale. 

 
ÅParking should be in the side or 

rear of the building whenever 
possible. 
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CHARACTER AREA 2 (CA2) 
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CHARACTER AREA 2 (CA2) 
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CHARACTER AREA 3 (CA3) 

 
 
  

ÅUses such as single-family 
residences, low-density townhomes 
(attached single family        
residential), churches, schools, and 
passive parks are all appropriate in 
this area. 
 

ÅAccess from side streets rather than 
along Hillsboro Road is preferred. 
 

ÅA walking trail along the creek that 
connects the school areas to the 
north with the commercial area to 
the south. 
 

ÅParking should be in the side or 
rear of the building whenever 
possible. 
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CHARACTER AREA 3 (CA3) 
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CHARACTER AREA 3 (CA3) 
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CHARACTER AREA 4 (CA4) 

 
 
  

ÅUses such as retail shops, 
restaurants, offices, and services 
uses are all appropriate in this area. 
 

ÅThe area should be a more 
compact, pedestrian-oriented, 
commercial environment, with   
development concentrated in 
environmentally suitable areas to 
preserve slopes and hillsides. 
 

ÅParking should be in the side or 
rear of the building whenever 
possible. 
 

ÅSidewalks and crosswalks should be 
pursued to enhance pedestrian 
safety.  

PLAN 

RECAP 

G
R

A
S

S
L

A
N

D
 V

IL
L

A
G

E
 S

P
E

C
IA

L
 A

R
E

A
 P

L
A

N
 R

E
C

A
P

 
  



PLAN 

RECAP 

G
R

A
S

S
L

A
N

D
 V

IL
L

A
G

E
 S

P
E

C
IA

L
 A

R
E

A
 P

L
A

N
 R

E
C

A
P

 
  

CHARACTER AREA 4 (CA4) 

 
 
  

PLAN 

RECAP 

G
R

A
S

S
L

A
N

D
 V

IL
L

A
G

E
 S

P
E

C
IA

L
 A

R
E

A
 P

L
A

N
 R

E
C

A
P

 
  


